[Clinical approach to the diagnosis of persistent diarrheas].
The differential diagnosis of chronic diarrhea is often difficult and necessitates a two-step evaluation: (1) classification as to the clinical type of diarrhea (accelerated transit time, lesional, metabolic); (2) once the type of diarrhea is ascertained, search for the causative factor. The clinical classification is within the general practitioner's capability, whereas step two is more a matter for the specialist.